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CHAPTEE III.

Continued Strife with King Henry.   Berengar of Tours.   Death
of Gregory.

AROUND the fallen King in Reggio assembled almost all
the distinguished. prelates and laity who had Hemy in
formed his small court at Oppenheim. They ^se10-
were released from their excommunication, and prepared,
with greater prudence, perhaps, hut with unmitigated
hostility, to resume the contest: Licmar Archbishop of
Bremen, the Bishops of Zeitz, Osnaburg, Lausanne, and
Basle, Ulric of Cosheim, Eberhard of Nellenburg, and
Berthold, the proscribed counsellors of the King;
above all, Guibert of Ravenna, whose ambition aspired
to the seat of Hildebrand, with many other Italian
bishops.

The two parties remained for a time watching, it
might seem, each other's movements; neither could
trust the other. Henry, still wearing the outward show
of submission, advanced from Reggio to Ravenna.
There he sent a message to the Pope, requesting that
the General Council might be held in Mantua rather
than in Augsburg. To this Gregory, dreading, perhaps,
%he passage of the Alps, and uncertain or unwilling to
Icommit himself too far with the German adversaries of
the King, now he had withdrawn the excommunication,
gave an ambiguous assent. Henry, after an interview
with, his mother at Piacenza, where he was said to have
held secret and nightly conferences with the enemies of